Newspapers' Indiscretion

whole world  at home and abroad pulled  hard  against
him.

At home the strong tug of the Opposition against the war
was greatly strengthened by the newspapers, which continued
to impede Lord Wellington's task by placing information in
the hands of the enemy.

I enclose a newspaper giving an account of our works [he wrote
Lord Liverpool on January ipth (1811)], the number of guns, and men
in each, and for what purpose constructed. Surely it must be admitted
that those who carry on operations against an enemy, possessed of all
the information which our newspapers give to the French, do so under
singular disadvantages.1

We are perfectly well informed by the English, and much better
than you are [wrote Marshal Earthier from Paris, to Massena, a couple
of months later]. The Emperor reads the London newspapers, and
every day a large number of letters of the opposition, of whom some
blame Lord Wellington, and speak of your operations in detail.*

But perhaps the hardest thing that Arthur had to bear at
this period was the lack of interest and enthusiasm for the
campaign evinced by his own officers, whose one idea seemed
to be to get home on leave, irrespective of the inconvenience
their absence would cause to their Commander.

The inconvenience of their going is terrible [he complained to the
Military Secretary], and the detail it throws upon me greater than I can
well manage ; for I am first to instruct one, then a second, and after-
wards upon his return, the first again, upon every duty. At this moment
we have seven General Officers gone or going home ; and, excepting
myself, there is not one in the country who came out with the army,
excepting General Alexander Campbell, who was all last winter in
England.3

The consequence of the absence of some of them has been [he wrote
Lord Liverpool a few months later, during his spring offensive] that
in the late operations I was obliged to be General of Cavalry and of
the Advanced Guard, and the leader of two or three columns, sometimes
on the same day.4
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